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Accessing The Civics Connection:

Go to www.loufreyinstitute.org/civicsconnection/conversations
Registration not required except for all materials except 
“Teacher Resources” which are available with free registration

Questions? Concerns?  
Contact Terri Susan Fine, Ph.D., Project Director, at:
407-823-3636 
terri.fine@ucf.edu

[image: image2.jpg]HIE —LOU
I

7/ \\\ INSTITUTE

A ‘0....'..
N of PoLiTics & GOVERNMENT
] l ! U (]
 SIEEXERY | at the UNIVERSITY OF CENTRAL FLORIDA





Dear Educator:

The Lou Frey Institute of Politics and Government (LFI) at the University of Central Florida (UCF) is pleased to provide you with The Civics Connection: Conversations with Congress. It is a first-of-its-kind, comprehensive learning resource for high school and college level American government courses. The project, a partnership between the LFI and the United States Association of Former Members of Congress (FMC), has been developed under the auspices of the College Board. Although materials have been developed with AP in mind, teachers of non-AP U. S. Government and American History will find them to be a useful resource. 

It is one thing to memorize the substance of a piece of legislation or how a bill becomes a law; it is quite another to understand the subtleties of the process and how the ideas within the policy are interpreted by different members of Congress. That insider’s perspective is exactly what The Civics Connection provides to students.  In a series of highly produced, engaging interviews, Democratic and Republican former members of Congress explore 16 topics aligned to the AP U.S. Government and Politics curriculum. Topics range from issues like the War Powers Act to the use of campaign advertising and the role of earmarks. With tenures ranging from two to 30 years, former Members lend their perspectives on the issues in each 15 minute interview, giving students a much deeper understanding of the inner workings of American government.  

The Civics Connection materials provide rich content geared toward Congress as an institution, relations between Congress and the executive branch, and how interest groups, constituents and voters, interact with Congress. With each video, you will find a full array of curricular support materials that further enhance and support the insights offered by the former Members. Those materials cover alignment to the AP curriculum, vocabulary lists, viewing guides, primary sources and contemporary news analyses, to name just a few.  Resource materials are annotated, putting all additional references and notes within easy reach.

The Civics Connection has been a massive undertaking, but one that I believe is critical to enhancing civic education and deep understanding of American government. It is, in a sense, a living textbook on American government and politics. I trust that it will well serve your students.
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With warmest regards,

Lou Frey, Jr. 

I. What is The Civics Connection?  
     
The Civics Connection is a series of 16 modules comprised of 15-minute interviews with former members of Congress, enhanced with teacher support materials, aimed at improving student understanding of the workings of the U.S. Congress.  The interviews serve as a living textbook that provides a rare glimpse into Congress members’ experiences, insights and perspectives.  


The interview topics address the inner workings of Congress, legislative-executive branch relations, landmark public policies, political parties and interest groups, campaigning for Congress, and the relationships between Congress and the public.  The interviews and materials are valuable resources for any high school or college-level American government or history course.  The interview topics were chosen, in part, to align with the Advanced Placement U.S. Government and Politics curriculum outline.              
Videos are enhanced with an essential question that introduces each interview, relevant vocabulary, explanations of key events, legislation and political figures under discussion, and photographs, that facilitate student understanding and engagement.  Each interview is hosted by Dr. Terri Susan Fine, Professor of Political Science at the University of Central Florida and Project Director of The Civics Connection, who dialogues with two former Congress members, one Democrat and one Republican, on each topic.  In addition to these paired interviews is a one-on-one interview with a former U.S. Senator about life on Capitol Hill.  

Each interview is accompanied by a wide array of materials for classroom, teacher and student use.  These include primary source documents, vocabulary lists, graphic literacy tools, contemporary news analyses, government documents, scholarly articles, overviews, viewing guides and interview transcripts.  The accompanying materials are explained in Section IV         (“Materials included with each Civics Connection interview”).              
II.  Former Congress members play the role of a “living textbook”
      
One might expect that pairing members of opposing parties would foster a toxic interview environment producing little educational value.  Yet viewers will find the relations collegial and friendly among these former members, many of whom served together, know each other well, and have remained friends since leaving Congress.  Most unique about these interviews is the former members’ willingness to share their thoughts and perspectives in a way that is genuine, humorous and touching as they reflect on how they worked with constituents, other members of Congress, presidents and the Cabinet, political parties and interest groups, and some of the hard choices that they made when deciding how to vote on many issues.  Most importantly, the interviews personalize the political and institutional work of the U.S. Congress.

Those who agreed to participate in the interviews are members of The United States Association of Former Members of Congress (USAFMC), a voluntary organization comprised of more than 60% of all former members of Congress.  The USAFMC sponsors educational programs about Congress and promotes public service and civic engagement such as its popular “Congress to Campus” program.  Congressman Lou Frey (R-FL, 1969-1979), the founder of the Lou Frey Institute of Politics and Government at the University of Central Florida and past president of the USAFMC, spearheaded The Civics Connection so that former members could be brought into K-12 and college classrooms freely through Internet video.  By utilizing video interviews with former members of Congress and providing support materials that enhance teaching and learning, particularly the Advanced Placement’s U.S. Government and Politics course, The Civics Connection not only personalizes important American governmental content, it presents topics in a relevant format for the digital age, and supports teachers who strive to engage students of different backgrounds and ability levels.
III.  Interview topics 
The Civics Connection is organized around five topic areas:  

	Topic Area
	Interviews

	Personal Observations about Congressional Life
	Life as a U.S. Senator

	Congressional Function and Process
	Congressional Budget Earmarks

Congressional Committee Chairs

Congressional Committee System

Impeaching the President

Overriding Presidential Vetoes

Party and Policy Committees in Congress

	Congressional Campaigns:  Actors and Issues
	Campaign Advertising in Congressional Races

Political Action Committees

Running for Congress as an Incumbent

	Public Policy
	Bipartisan Campaign Reform Act

Congressional Budget Act

War Powers Act

	Congressional Interactions
	Congress and the Public

Congressional Relations with the Cabinet

Interest Groups Lobbying Congress


IV.   Materials included in each Civics Connection interview module  


The materials that accompany each video are intended to add context, depth and reinforcement of the video segments.

Each interview is accompanied by several folders that include:    

	Folder Name
	Description of Contents

	Student Resources


	Three student resources accompany each interview:  

A vocabulary list with key definitions tied to the video content and subject area

A short overview of the interview subject discussing key issues raised in each interview

An annotated list of at least three contemporary news analyses.  Each news item is accompanied by an Internet link providing easy access to the material.  News analyses include both opinion pieces and news items.  The news items themselves could not be provided due to copyright restrictions.  

	Primary Sources
	At least three primary sources, provided as PDFs, accompany each interview.  Primary sources may include a combination of laws, U.S. Supreme Court decisions, speeches, veto messages and press releases.  

Each set of primary sources is accompanied by an annotated bibliography providing a short summary of each item included in the primary source list for that module.   

	Graphic Tools  
	Graphics, tables, charts and figures reflecting pertinent material closely aligned with interview content.  At least two graphic tools accompany each interview.  

Each graphic tool is accompanied by at least one discussion question to be used for whole class or small group discussion, or independent student writing.  These questions help students analyze and interpret the data thereby enhancing graphic literacy. 

	Teacher Resources:  Graphic Tools


	The discussion questions that accompany each graphic tool are included here with sample responses.  

Note:  Teacher Resources are available with free registration

	Teacher Resources: Classroom Supplements
	Three items are provided as classroom supplements for teachers:

Viewing Guide:  Each viewing guide (provided in MS Word 1997-2003) is centered around the essential question that opens each interview, and contains at least four questions to facilitate student note-taking. 

Questions found on the Viewing Guide may also support class discussion of the interview material.

Video Transcript:  A transcript of the interview with two-minute time stamps.

AP Curriculum Components and Learning Objectives:  AP U.S. Government and Politics curriculum outline components that correspond with the interview topic, and three learning objectives linked to the interview content.    

Note:  Teacher Resources are available with free registration

	Teacher Resources:

Scholarship Bibliography and Government Documents
	A combination of at least three scholarly articles and government documents.  All materials are provided as PDFs with few exceptions, where an Internet location is provided as a hyperlink.  The array of scholarly articles is limited due to copyright restrictions.  Most government documents are produced by the Congressional Research Service.  

These materials are provided to teachers for review, enrichment, and advanced study, and are not intended for student consumption.  An annotated bibliography of these materials is included with each module.

Note:  Teacher Resources are available with free registration


V. Interview list with former member information

	Name 
	Interview Title(s)

	Rep. David E. Bonior

(D-MI, 1977-2003)
	Campaign Advertising in Congressional Races

Political Action Committees

	Rep. Nancy Boyda

(D-KS, 2007-2009)
	Bipartisan Campaign Reform Act

Party and Policy Committees in Congress

	Rep. Beverly “Bev” Byron

(D-MD, 1979-1993)
	Overriding a Presidential Veto

Running for Congress as an Incumbent  

	Rep. Milton Robert “Bob” Carr

(D-MI, 1975-1995)
	Congressional Committee Chairs

Congressional Committee System

	Rep. Thomas M. “Tom” Davis III

(R-VA, 1995-2008)
	Congressional Budget Earmarks

Impeaching the President 

	Senator Byron Dorgan (D-ND)

Representative-at-Large 1981-1992

Senator 1992-2011
	Life as a U.S. Senator

	Rep. Thomas “Tom” Downey
(D-NY, 1975-1993)
	Congressional Budget Act

Interest Groups Lobbying Congress

	Rep. Victor H. “Vic” Fazio Jr.

(D-CA, 1979-1999)
	Congressional Budget Earmarks

Impeaching the President 

	Rep. William “Bill” Frenzel

(R-MN, 1971-1991)
	Congressional Budget Act

Interest Groups Lobbying Congress

	Rep. Louis “Lou” Frey Jr.

(R-FL, 1969-1979)
	Congress and the Public

Congressional Committee Chairs

Congressional Committee System

Congressional Relations with the Cabinet

Overriding a Presidential Veto 

Running for Congress as an 

Incumbent

	Rep.  Orval Hansen

(R-ID, 1969-1975)
	Campaign Advertising in Congressional Races  

Political Action Committees

War Powers Act

	Rep. Barbara Kennelly

(D-CT, 1982-1999)
	War Powers Act

	Rep. Charles Thomas “Tom” McMillen

(D-MD, 1987-1993)
	Congress and the Public

Congressional Relations with the Cabinet  

	Rep. George H. Nethercutt Jr. 

(R-WA, 1995-2005)
	Bipartisan Campaign Reform Act

Party and Policy Committees in Congress 


VI. Biographical information of former members interviewed for The Civics Connection
	Name
	Committee Assignments
	Notable Legislation/Accomplishments

	Rep.  David E. Bonior (D-MI, 1977-2003)

	Merchant Marine and Fisheries (77-81)

Public Works and Transportation (77-81)

Select Committee on the Outer Continental Shelf (79-80)

Select Committee on  Intelligence (91-03)

Rules (81-03)
	Democratic Whip (91-02)

Majority Whip (91-95)

Minority Whip (95-02)

Led House Democrats’ opposition to NAFTA 

Voted against the support of  the “Contras” in Nicaragua (2/3/88)

Sponsored H.J. Res 1147, requesting the President to designate the 7-day period beginning May 28, 1979, as “Vietnam Veterans Week”  (P.L. 95-513)    

	Rep.  Nancy Boyda 

(D-KS, 2007-2009)
	Armed Services (07-09)

Agriculture (07-09)  
	Sponsored H.R. 476 to deny pensions to Congress members convicted of bribery, conspiracy, or perjury charges

(Passed House 431-0 on 1/23/07)

Sponsored H.R. 4120, Effective Child Pornography Prosecution Act of 2007, expanding jurisdictional basis for prosecuting the sexual exploitation of children. (Public Law 110-358)

	Rep. Beverly “Bev” Byron 
(D-MD, 1979-1993)
	Armed Services (79-93)

Armed Services Subcommittee on Military Personnel and Compensation (chair) (87-93)  

Special Panel on Arms Control and Disarmament (chair) (83-86)

Interior and Insular Affairs (79-93) 

Select Committee on  Aging (79-93)
	First woman in Congress to chair an Armed Services Subcommittee 

Sponsored H.R. 1790, Military Lands Withdrawal Act of 1986, to withdrawal specific public lands for use by the military departments (Public Law 99-606)

Sponsored H.R. 990 to authorize additional funds for land acquisition at Monocacy National Battlefield, MD (Public Law 102-202)

Sponsored H.R. 6184 to amend the National Trails System to study the designation of American Discovery Trail as a national trail  (Public Law 102-461)



	Rep. Milton Robert “Bob” Carr 
(D-MI,  1975-1995)

	Armed Services (75-79)

Interior and Insular Affairs (75-81)  

Judiciary (79-81)  

Appropriations (83-95)

Appropriations Subcommittee on Transportation (chair)(91-95) 

Select Committee on   Hunger (87-93) 
	Used initial assignment on Armed Services Committee to focus attention on ending U.S. involvement in Southeast Asia

On 3/12/75 he authored a resolution to cut off further military assistance to South Vietnam and Cambodia (passed Dem. Caucus 189-49)

Began use of economic-based criteria and ranking system to earmarks requested by members for their districts as chair of Appropriations Subcommittee on Transportation
Sponsored two successful appropriations bills, H.R. 2750 Department of Transportation and Related Agencies Appropriations Act,1994 (Public Law 103-122), and H.R. 4556 (Department of Transportation and Related Agencies Appropriations Act) in 1995 (P.L. 103-331)

	Rep. Thomas M. “Tom” Davis III 
(R-VA, 1995-2008)
	Oversight and Government Reform (95-08)

Government Reform (chair) (2003-2007) 

Select Bipartisan Committee to  Investigate Preparation and Response to Katrina 

Homeland Security (chair) (05-06)  
	Chair-National Republican Congressional Committee (98-02) 

Convened hearings on steroids in baseball

Gained funding for the replacement of the Woodrow Wilson Bridge   

Cosponsored H.R. 1433 District of Columbia Voting Rights Act of 2007 as chair of the Government Reform Subcommittee on the District of Columbia and supported adding representation in the House to give D.C. a permanent representative

Sponsored H.R. 1124 to extend the District of Columbia College Access Act of 1999 (Public Law 110-97)

	Senator Byron Dorgan (D-ND

Representative-at-Large (1981-1992)

Senator (1992-2011))
 
	House Select Committee: Hunger (85-92)

House Ways and Means

(83-92)

Veterans Affairs (81-83)

Small Business (81-83)

Agriculture (81-83)  

Chair-Senate Committee on Indian Affairs (07-11)

Commerce,

Science and Transportation Subcommittee on Interstate Commerce,  Trade and Tourism and 

Subcommittee on Energy and Water Development (07-11) 
	Chair-Democratic Policy Committee (99-11)

Introduced a bill three times to form a “Truman Committee” to oversee government waste, fraud, and corruption.  

One of eight Senators who voted “nay” on the Gramm-Leach-Bliley Act (Public Law 106-102) in 1999, and for repealing the Glass-Steagall Act, which controlled speculation in the banking industry 

Sponsored S. 1898, Interstate Transportation of Dangerous Criminals Act of 2000, also called Jeanna’s Act (Public  Law 106-560)

    

	Rep. Thomas “Tom” Downey 
(D-NY, 1975-1993) 
	Armed Services (75-79)

Budget (81-87) 

Ways and Means 
(79-93)

Permanent Select Committee on Aging (75-93)  

Aging Subcommittee on Human Services (chair) (87-93)

Veterans’ Affairs 
(79-81) 
	Elected at age 25, making him the youngest member of the 94th Congress

Served as advisor to the negotiation team for SALT and START talks concerning arms control between the U.S. and U.S.S.R.

Promoted welfare reform and childcare legislation

Advocated for mortgage reserve bonds credited with saving the state and local property and income tax deduction, and the earned income tax credit

Sponsored H.J.R. 3697, Fire Island National Seashore Amendments of 1984 (Public Law  98-482)

Sponsored H.J. Res. 141 designating the week beginning May 13, 1991, as “National Senior Nutrition Week” (P.L. 102-51)

	Rep. Victor H. “Vic” Fazio Jr.  

(D-CA, 1979-1999)

	Appropriations (80-99)

House Administration (79-80)

Standards of Official Conduct (83-91)

Select Committee on Hunger (87-93)

Temporary Joint Committee on Deficit Reduction (87)  
	Democratic Congressional Campaign Committee (chair) (90-94)

House Democratic Caucus (chair) (1995-1999)  

Advocated for setting aside an area below the I-80 overpass between Sacramento and Davis as a wildlife refuge

Vic Fazio Wildlife Refuge (Yolo Wildlife Refuge) was dedicated by President Clinton in 1997, providing habitat for shorebirds.  

Sponsored H.R. 2348 Legislative Branch Appropriations Act, 1994 (Public Law 103-69) and H.R. 4454 Legislative Branch Appropriations Act, 1995 (P.L. 103-283)

	Rep. William “Bill” Frenzel 
(R-MN, 1971-1991)
	Budget (79-85, 89-91)

Ranking Member of Budget Committee  (ranking member) (89-91)

Ways and Means (75-91)

House Administration (ranking member)
(81-89)

Banking and Currency (71-75)  

Select Committee on  Ethics (77-79)
	Served as the Congressional Representative to the General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade (GATT) in Geneva for 15 years.  

Negotiator in the 1990 Budget Summit 

Sponsored H.R. 5322, an act to impose an excise tax on the sale of coal by the producer to establish a “Black Lung Disability Trust Fund” (Public Law 95-227)  

Sponsored H.J. Res. 574, a joint resolution to designate the week beginning on September 9, 1984 as “National Community Leadership Week” (Public Law  98-386) 

Sponsored H.J. Res 253, proposing an amendment to the U.S. Constitution to impose term limits on Representatives and Senators

	Representative Louis “Lou” Frey Jr. 
(R-FL, 1969-1979)
	Space and Astronautics

(69-79)

Merchant Marine and Fisheries (69-71) 

Interstate and Foreign Commerce (71-79)

Select Committee on  Narcotics Abuse and Control (77-79)  


	Fourth Republican to be elected to the House from Florida since Reconstruction 
One of five elected Republican leaders in the House of Representatives during the 93rd and 94th Congresses

Received the “Watchdog of the Treasury Award” in each of his terms

Chaired the Florida Federation of Young Republicans  

Co-sponsored legislation to deregulate the communications industry, balance the budget, and to strengthen penalties for drug dealers 

Sponsored legislation resulting in the National Manufactured Housing Construction Safety Standards Act of 1974 (Public Law 93-383)

	Representative Orval Hansen
(R-ID, 1969-1975)  
	Education and Labor (69-75)

House Administration (69-75)

Select Committee:  U.S. Involvement in Southeast Asia (70)

Joint Committee:  Library (73-75)  

Joint Committee: Atomic Energy (73-75)
	Supported the Coal Mine Health and Safety Act in 1969, providing workman’s compensation to injured miners (Public Law 91-173)

Crafted a supplemental view for the Committee Report of the Select Committee on U.S. Involvement in Southeast Asia, noting progress in Vietnam since his 1969 visit and recommending an accelerated withdrawal of U.S. troops from Vietnam

Crafted 1974 amendment to the Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971 (P.L. 92-225) called the “Hansen Amendment,” that permitted unions (and other corporations) to form PACs as long as the money used for political purposes was raised voluntarily

	Representative Barbara Kennelly 
(D-CT, 1982-1999)
	Government Operations

(82-83)

Public Works and Transportation (82-83)

Ways and Means (83-99)

Select Committee on  Intelligence

(87-99)  

Select Intelligence Subcommittee on Legislation (chair) (91-93) 
	First woman to serve on Select Committee on Intelligence (87)  

Vice-chair of the Democratic Caucus, making her the highest ranking woman ever in the Democratic leadership at that time (93-95)  

Served on the Democratic Steering and Policy Committee in  

Sponsored H.R. 3724 to designate the U.S. Courthouse in Bridgeport, CT as “The Brian McMahon Federal Building” (Public Law 103-274)  

Introduced H.R. 4325, the Child Support Enforcement Amendment of 1984, (Public Law 98-378) –

Expanded standard deduction for single parents

	Representative Charles Thomas “Tom” McMillen 
(D-MD, 1987-1993)
	Banking, Finance and Urban Affairs (87-90)

Science, Space and Technology (87-93)

Energy and Commerce

(90-93)  
	Chair of Congressional Chesapeake Bay Caucus

Co-chair of the Congressional Biotechnology Caucus

Unanimously elected President of the Democratic Freshman Class of the 100th Congress

Introduced H.R. 5417 to help qualified members of the Armed Forces find jobs in law enforcement upon separation from active duty (1992)

Introduced H.R. 5571, Chesapeake Bay Medical Waste Control Act, to prohibit dumping or disposal of medical waste into the  Chesapeake Bay area (1988)

Co-sponsored H.R. 1463, the National Capital Transportation Amendments of 1990 to authorize funds for the completion of the Washington Metrorail System 
(Public Law 101-551)  

	Rep. George H. Nethercutt Jr. 
(R-WA, 1995-2005)   
	Appropriations (95-05)

Science (97-05)  

Science Subcommittee on Space and Astronautics (97-05)  

Science Subcommittee on Energy (01-05)  
	Elected to Congress by defeating Speaker of the House (Tom Foley D-WA, 1965-1995), the first time since 1862 a sitting Speaker lost reelection  

Co-founder and co-chair of House Diabetes Caucus.

Sponsored H.R. 3858, The Pancreatic Islet Cell Transplantation Act of 2004, to increase the supply of islet cells for research to help diabetes research and treatment (Public Law 108-362)

Sponsored H.R. 4620 to confirm the authority of the Secretary of Agriculture to collect approved state commodity proceeds on behalf of the state from the proceeds of marketing assistance loans (Public Law 108-470)  


VII. Formative assessment 

The purpose of formative assessment is to “deliver information during the instructional process… Both the teacher and the student use formative assessment results to make decisions about what actions to take to promote further learning. It is an ongoing, dynamic process that involves far more than frequent testing, and measurement of student learning is just one of its components."
  Successful formative assessments increase student depth of knowledge and skills, and provide information to teachers in their efforts to meet their students’ learning needs.    Formative assessments help teachers gauge student knowledge and identify information gaps.  Using this new information, teachers can then take action steps to review materials less well understood by students, or else move forward with new class material.  Formative assessments are not graded, and are best integrated into instructional plans.  They are intended to be a low stress evaluation mechanism that fosters a collaborative learning environment.


Provided here are five sample formative assessments, one for each Civics Connection topic area.   Each formative assessment is accompanied by two paragraphs.  The first student response shows understanding and content knowledge while the second student response would signal the teacher that reviewing the content at this point is needed to enhance student understanding.

Personal Observations about Congressional Life

	Formative Assessment Question
	Student Response #1
	Student Response #2

	Explain two ways that changes in media technology have impacted how Congress works.


	Over the past few decades, political talk radio and increasing numbers of political news broadcasts on cable television have contributed to declining civil debate on pressing national issues and increased partisanship in Congress.  In 1987 the Federal Communications Commission decided that the increased competition and variety of media options rendered the Fairness Doctrine unnecessary.  Previously under the Fairness Doctrine, holders of broadcast licenses were required to cover controversial issues of public concern in a fair and balanced manner.  Fairness Doctrine opponents claim that the requirement violates the First Amendment right to free speech.  Today, radio and cable programs target liberal and conservative audiences providing one-sided coverage of controversial issues that tends to demonize opposing viewpoints and compromise while inflaming the passions of voters.  The results of the constant media presence has increased partisan stances among Congress members who have increasingly become less willing to compromise on important policy issues such as the national debt, in part, out of concern for the media response.   
	In the late 1970s Congress finally opened up its doors to the media, allowing unprecedented public access to the inner-workings of Congress.  CNN and CSPAN sparked the growth of round the clock coverage of news and politics allowing the voters access to more reliable and accurate information. The growth of political talk radio in the 90s provided yet another resource for Americans of all viewpoints to obtain balanced news.  The elimination of the Fairness Doctrine enabled greater competition among cable and radio broadcasters resulting in a more open public dialogue about politics.  Citizens can now watch Congressional hearings that are streamed live over the Internet, thus demonstrating how new media technology impacts how Congress works.  




Congressional Campaigns:  Actors and Issues

	Formative Assessment Question
	Student Response #1
	Student Response #2

	Discuss two ways Congressional campaigns have changed over the past 50 years.  


	Drastic changes have occurred over the past fifty years as to how Congressional campaigns are operated and financed.  Candidates used to conduct “shoe-leather” campaigns that took them from door to door in local communities as they tried to earn the trust and respect of constituents.  However, the increasing popularity of television led to a new vehicle of campaign advertising.  Television advertisements permitted candidates to create brief snapshots of their viewpoints to larger audiences.  The cost of Congressional campaigns subsequently escalated as television became the primary tool used by candidates.  Moreover, in an attempt to control the increasing amount of money involved in federal elections, Congress instituted the Federal Election Campaign Act and amendments in the 1970s. Although FECA was a valiant attempt by Congress to rein in spending, the creation of political action committees increased the amount of money 
in federal elections.  Today, voters are not only bombarded by candidate campaign advertisements, but also thousands of ads produced by independent groups and other political committees.  
	Many changes have occurred in the past 50 years that have altered Congressional campaigns.  As television became a part of the American household in the 50s and 60s, voters were able to keep themselves better informed by decreasing the reliance on newspapers.  Politicians began to realize that television ads were a more efficient way to reach large numbers of potential voters.  However, because television ads are more expensive than more traditional campaign methods, Congress passed the Federal Election Campaign Act to increase the number of potential donors to Congressional campaigns. FECA and subsequent amendments made it easier for corporations and individuals to contribute to candidates in federal elections.  




Congressional Function and Process

	Formative Assessment Question
	Student Response #1
	Student Response #2

	Describe two ways that committees in Congress serve both constituents and political parties.
	The Congressional committee system organizes the legislative duties of Members by assigning them to various committees and subcommittees arranged by jurisdiction.  Bills are referred to committees and are debated and researched to determine.  Committees maintain websites providing access to information on legislative activity to keep constituents informed. Political parties play an integral role in the leadership and membership of committees.  Party and policy committees from the two major political parties determine powerful committee chairmanships and use steering committees to assign members to specific committees.  The majority party in both chambers has the benefit of assigning chairmanships for committees which allows for considerable control over the legislation in the committees.  Moreover, powerful chairs of committees often request earmarks when debating legislation.  Earmarks often provide funding for constituent projects.  
	The overwhelming amount of bills that Congress handles on a yearly basis led to the establishment of the current committee system.  Members are assigned to committees in the House and Senate by the national parties and those who raise the most amount of money for the party are often awarded with chair positions.  Constituent concerns are balanced by including both Democrats and Republicans on all committees and sub-committees.  Committee hearings are often shown online and on CSPAN to allow the public to share their concerns and keep them informed on pending legislation.  




Congressional Interactions

	Formative Assessment Question
	Student Response #1
	Student Response #2

	Explain two ways the public communicates concerns to Members of Congress. 


	Members of Congress oversee a large professional staff dedicated specifically to constituent service.  Incumbents often have several district offices located throughout their Congressional district, where citizens can directly express their concerns or seek 
the assistance of staff with casework.  Members frequently attend fundraising events and other campaign activities in their home state and districts that offer the opportunity for more personal interactions with elected representatives.  Moreover, although interest groups tend to elicit negative responses from the public, they also represent an effective
method for the public to express concerns to Congress members.  Often interest groups speak on behalf of marginalized groups in society providing them with influence that could not be achieved individually.  Interest groups often provide valuable information to Representatives and Senators that affect how they respond to relevant legislation. 
	The public communicates concerns to their member of Congress by sending email, writing letters, or by calling the offices of their Representative or Senator.  The media plays a central role in expressing voters’ concerns by interviewing citizens and canvassing public opinion on political issues.  Congress members also have paid staff that analyze the results of public opinion and debrief them before they make complicated legislative decisions.  In 1970, the Legislative Reorganization Act provided funds so that members could hire staff from their home states and districts in order to give citizens a stronger voice in their government.  




Public Policy

	Formative Assessment Question
	Student Response #1
	Student Response #2

	In a paragraph explain two ways that the Citizens United decision undermined the Bipartisan Campaign Reform Act? 
	The Supreme Court in Citizens United held that corporate funding of independent political broadcasts in candidate elections could not be limited, despite the passing of the McCain-Feingold Act in 2002 that prohibited the use of corporate or PAC money to air negative media productions right before an election.  In the same decision the Supreme Court also struck down what was defined as “electioneering communication” by corporations or unions, another policy designed by McCain-Feingold to insure fair and transparent campaigning.  While this decision attempts to maximize freedom of speech, it places more of a burden on candidates to raise large amounts of money through individual and corporate donors to conduct or defend against media smear tactics.


	Citizens United was aimed at correcting the abuse of campaign and fundraising tactics by those who opposed Hillary Clinton’s campaign for the presidency.  It ruled that candidates and/or parties must identify themselves and include a statement at the end of the political commercial that they approve the message. It also outlawed political action committees and limited the amount of money candidates can accept from corporations, unions, and individuals.  It undermined the Bipartisan Campaign Reform Act by allowing negative campaign ads to be financed by groups and corporations outside the control of the candidates and by allowing nonprofit corporations to actively campaign for one candidate.
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